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Ontario 360 cited in Ontario budget: 
Government commits to new, long-term growth strategy for the province. 

 
The Ontario government recently introduced its 2021-22 budget. Ontario 360’s research and analysis 
figured prominently in the budget, including policy recommendations reflected in some key budget 
proposals.  
 
Page #12 – The budget relies on “scenario analysis” and the use of “fiscal ranges” to manage the 
ongoing economic uncertainty in terms of planning and projections.  
 

 
 
This was a key recommendation of Ontario 360’s paper, Navigating Uncertainty in Ontario’s Budget, 
which was published in October 2020.  
 
Page #73 – The budget specifically cites an Ontario 360 paper in proposing new forms of education and 
training, including a new micro-credential strategy that will enable people to take courses and obtain 
credentials without having to do a conventional, four-year degree.  
 

 
 
The micro-credential strategy was called for by Ontario 360 in our paper, A Lifelong Learning Strategy for 
Ontario, which was published in December 2020.   
 

https://on360.ca/policy-papers/navigating-uncertainty-in-ontarios-budget/
https://on360.ca/policy-papers/a-lifelong-learning-strategy-for-ontario/
https://on360.ca/policy-papers/a-lifelong-learning-strategy-for-ontario/
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Page #77 – The budget advocates greater vocational training in high schools – specifically by establishing 
a new bursary and by expanding the Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program.  
 

 
 
These steps reflect two key recommendations from Ontario 360; including in the paper, Advancing 
Structural Reforms to the Skilled Trades and Apprenticeships in Ontario, which was published in 
February 2020; in an essay in Policy Options entitled, “The skilled trades are in need of strengthened 
apprenticeship programs,” which was published in February 2020, and in the paper, A Long-Term 
Economic Recovery Agenda for Ontario, which was published in May 2020.   
 
Page #92 – The government announced its plan for a new investment attraction agency including the 
adoption of Ontario 360 policy recommendations on staffing, public reporting, and funding.  
 

 
 
The operational and policy details for the new investment agency reflect the key findings and 
recommendations from our paper, Attracting 21st Century Investment: A Blueprint For The Creation Of 
Invest Ontario And Invest Alberta, which was published in February 2021.  
 
Page #93 – The budget specifically cites an Ontario 360 paper that focused on the need for higher rates 
of economic growth and productivity.  
 
 
 

https://on360.ca/policy-papers/advancing-structural-reforms-to-the-skilled-trades-and-apprenticeships-in-ontario/
https://on360.ca/policy-papers/advancing-structural-reforms-to-the-skilled-trades-and-apprenticeships-in-ontario/
https://policyoptions.irpp.org/magazines/february-2020/the-skilled-trades-are-in-need-of-strengthened-apprenticeship-programs/
https://policyoptions.irpp.org/magazines/february-2020/the-skilled-trades-are-in-need-of-strengthened-apprenticeship-programs/
https://on360.ca/policy-papers/a-long-term-economic-recovery-agenda-for-ontario/
https://on360.ca/policy-papers/a-long-term-economic-recovery-agenda-for-ontario/
https://on360.ca/policy-papers/attracting-21st-century-investment-a-blueprint-for-the-creation-of-invest-ontario-and-invest-alberta/
https://on360.ca/policy-papers/attracting-21st-century-investment-a-blueprint-for-the-creation-of-invest-ontario-and-invest-alberta/
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This quotation is drawn from the paper, Grow Ontario Stronger: A Framework for the Ontario 
Government’s Post-Pandemic Recovery Plan, which was published in October 2020.  
 
Page #99 – The budget commits to the development of a long-term growth strategy for the province.  
 

 
 
Ontario 360 made the case for such a long-term growth strategy in the paper, Grow Ontario Stronger: A 
Framework for the Ontario Government’s Post-Pandemic Recovery Plan, which was published in 
October 2020, as well as in an accompanying Policy Options essay entitled “Recovery plans must be built 
on a foundation of economic growth,” which was also published in October 2020.  
 
As we set out in the introduction to that paper: 
 

• Several peer jurisdictions in Canada and the United States have developed long-term growth 
strategies rooted in the goal of inclusive growth. Saskatchewan and Illinois, in particular, have 
strong models that rely on evidence and data to set out clear, measurable goals that are 
accompanied by policy actions to support higher rates of economic growth and productivity. 
 

• The Ontario government should follow suit with its own long-term growth strategy as part of its 
post-pandemic recovery planning. The provincial government should dedicate itself to a plan 
focused on long-term economic growth that is inclusive and driven by higher rates of 
productivity. 

 
March 25, 2021, Ontario 360 

https://on360.ca/policy-papers/grow-ontario-stronger-a-framework-for-the-ontario-governments-post-pandemic-recovery-plan/
https://on360.ca/policy-papers/grow-ontario-stronger-a-framework-for-the-ontario-governments-post-pandemic-recovery-plan/
https://on360.ca/policy-papers/grow-ontario-stronger-a-framework-for-the-ontario-governments-post-pandemic-recovery-plan/
https://on360.ca/policy-papers/grow-ontario-stronger-a-framework-for-the-ontario-governments-post-pandemic-recovery-plan/
https://policyoptions.irpp.org/magazines/october-2020/recovery-plans-must-be-built-on-a-foundation-of-economic-growth/
https://policyoptions.irpp.org/magazines/october-2020/recovery-plans-must-be-built-on-a-foundation-of-economic-growth/

